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FWS RETIREES ASSOCIATION 
 

Why join?  
Keep connected to USFWS,  

renew friendships, make new friends with similar interests,  

travel to unique wild places, and/or  

do volunteer work for fish and wildlife conservation. 

 

Membership Application/Renewal/Update 
Fill out and mail OR  use online form and PayPal on our website at http://www.fwsretirees.org/  

 
Please complete each section in BLOCK LETTERS using Black Ink 

 
This is a:  New Application___  Renewal_____ Information Update____ (CHECK ONE) 

 
Last Name:________________________    First Name and Spouse/Partner Name: ________________________________ 

 

Mailing 

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ________________________________State:_______________________Zip:_______________ 

 

Phone:__________________________email________________________@_____________________ 

 

Region and FWS Program (at retirement) _________________________________________________ 

 

Retirement Date___________________  Office at Retirement:  _______________________________ 

 

YOUR INTEREST AREA(S), PLEASE CHECK TO RECEIVE SPECIAL EMAIL NOTICES ABOUT 

OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE:   
__ Heritage – oral and written histories, artifacts, photo records; celebrate station anniversaries 

 __ Heritage – artifacts, photo records, written histories 

__ Youth – conservation careers and outdoor skills education activities,   

__ Communication - newsletter articles 

__ Communication – web page assistance 

__ Membership – Regional liaison, membership recruiting; Association marketing 

__ Reunion location – site selection and tours 

__ Reunion program and onsite help 

__ Travel with other members – national and international volunteer projects.  Note: you must check this box to 

receive periodic updates on travel opportunities.  

 

DUES (TAX DEDUCTIBLE): __1-yr - $25.00  __2-yr - $50.00  __3-yr - $75.00*  __5-yr - $100  __Lifetime - $500 

___Get me in the database! I’m a new retiree! No dues needed!   
____ Send a membership pin (one per member only) 

 

Make check payable to and mail completed applications to: 

Steve Rideout, Treasurer, FWS Retirees Association,  

64 Highland Ridge Dr., Hampden, ME 04444 
 

 

http://www.fwsretirees.org/


 

June 2019 

FWS Retirees Members1 Benefits 

 
Why pay dues??  Why should I check an interest area on the membership form?? 

 
Dues paying members are Sustaining Members in the Retirees Association By-Laws.  Sustaining members have 

many benefits because they are current on their annual dues or have become Lifetime Members. 

 

1. Run for Board of Directors – each year the term of three members of the Association Board expires and 
elections are held to fill those seats and any other vacancy that has occurred during the year.  Sustaining 
members are eligible for to run for a seat on the Board.  Nominations, including self-nominations, 
usually occur in August and September annually. 
 

2. Vote for Board of Directors – the ballot to vote for the Board is sent to all Sustaining Members in late 
November or early December annually.  Voting occurs in December, and we announce the new Board 
members in January.  Board terms are three years. 
 

3. Apply for Station Mini-Grant – the Association will support Sustaining Members who do volunteer work 
on Service stations with small grants to purchase materials or other needs related to their volunteer 
work.  We review grant applications in February and August each year for award in the following month.  
The Board is also working on an additional opportunity to fund mini-grants related to youth hunting and 
fishing events associated with Service stations. 
 

4. Travel Opportunities – participate in an annual survey and conference call on where you want to travel 
nationally and internationally.  During the annual call, the group tries to arrive at a consensus on at least 
one national and one international location for the following year.  Some travel is leisure travel to 
popular locations and some is for the purpose of volunteering at perhaps a refuge in the US or a game 
reserve in Africa.  The only requirement for participation in this group is to check the Travel interest on 
the membership form.  Travel opportunities totally depend on a member to do the coordination either 
entirely or thru a travel agent/company.  To receive alerts about the annual survey and call on travel 
interests or travel opportunities, the Travel interest area must be checked on your membership form. 
 

5. Reunions – Reunions of all members are held every 18 months or so at a variety of locations in the US.  
While Sustaining Membership is not required to attend a Reunion, it is strongly encouraged.  Help in 
selecting the Reunion location and program emphasis is solicited from those Sustaining Members who 
check the Reunion interest box on the membership form. 
 

6. Heritage – the Association has eight non-voting members to the Service Heritage Committee (one from 
each Region).  Periodically, a committee member steps down.  New members will be selected from 
those Sustaining Members in that particular Region who have checked the Heritage interest on the 
membership form. 
 

7.  Communication and Membership – the Association plans to have eight Sustaining Members (one for 
each Region) be appointed to be the liaison to the Regional Director and the HR division.  The purpose of 
the liaisons is to improve awareness of the Retirees Association among current employees and to learn 
of ways the Association might be of assistance to the Regions.  Regional liaisons are eligible for mileage 
expenses to do the coordination. 

 
1 A retiree is any person who worked for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and has now retired, including their spouses or partners. 

If you were caught up in a reorganization, retired from another agency, or took on a second career, but still consider yourself part of the FWS 

family, you are an eligible retiree.  Among these are colleagues that were formerly in Research, Animal Damage Control, or certain National 

Fish Hatcheries transferred to State operation. 

 


